PARAIYAN
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worshippers/1    The   Homakulam   tank   in   the Arcot district is reputed to be the place where Is the Paraiyan saint, bathed before he performed sa preparatory   to   his   transfiguration   to   Brahman Brahman   influence   has  scarcely affected the Pa at all, even in ceremonial.    No Paraiyan may ent Vaishnava or Saiva temple even of the humbles though  of course his offerings of money are ac< if presented by the hands of some friendly Sudn in such exclusive shrines as that of Sri Vira R; Swiimi at Tiruvallur.     It is true that Paraiyans ar termed Saivites, but there are many nominal Vais among- them, who regularly wear the namam of Vii their foreheads.    The truth is that the feminine commonly called devata, have been identified by with the feminine energy of Siva, and thus the PC who worship them have received the sectarian As a matter of fact, the wearing of the namam of or the smearing of the ashes of Siva, is of no mec a Paraiyan.    They are neither Saivites nor Vaish Like  all  other Dravidians, the   Paraiyans a edge the existence of a supreme, omnipresent, ; spiritual Being, the source of all, whom they call (lie who  is).     Kaclavul  possesses  no  temples not worshipped,  but he is  the   highest   conce Paraiya   thought.     Paraiyans  worship    at   lea: classes   of   godlings   or  devata,   generally  ca mothers   (amma).     Sometimes they are   worsh the virgins (Kanniyamma) or the seven virgins, mothers  may be worshipped  collectively  in They  are then  symbolised by seven stones c perhaps within a little enclosure, or on a little
Gazetteer of the South Arcot district.